
Monologue Excerpts and Resources for Midsummer Auditioners 
 
PUCK 

If we shadows have offended, 
Think but this, and all is mended, 
That you have but slumber'd here 
While these visions did appear. 
And this weak and idle theme, 
No more yielding but a dream, 
Gentles, do not reprehend: 
if you pardon, we will mend. 
 

Character Description: Puck is a mischievous, humorous, and quick-witted fairy who 
serves King Oberon, the ruler of the fairy kingdom. S/he drives the plot forward with 
impish pranks and comic misunderstandings. 
Context: Puck delivers this soliloquy at the very end of the play. It is a direct address to 
the audience to apologize to anyone who may have been confused or offended by the 
play. Tip: understand what you are saying! 

 
BOTTOM 

That will ask some tears in the true performing of 
it: if I do it, let the audience look to their 
eyes; I will move storms. 
The raging rocks 
And shivering shocks 
Shall break the locks 
Of prison gates. 

 
Character Description: Nick Bottom, a weaver by trade, is another humorous character in 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream. He is one of the so-called “rude mechanicals”, a group of 
manual laborers not generally praised for their intelligence. Bottom has an elevated sense 
of self, imagining himself as an incredible actor. His overly dramatic and arrogant 
speeches are a source of great comedy in the play. 
Context: Bottom and the other rude mechanicals are rehearsing for a play they will 
perform for Duke Theseus. In this excerpt, he brags about how good his performance will 
be, then practices his lines (the italicized text). Tip: go big! 
 
Resources 
Play summary/ “translation” via No Fear Shakespeare: 
https://www.sparknotes.com/nofear/shakespeare/msnd/ 
5 Tips for Prepping Your Shakespeare Monologue: 
https://www.backstage.com/magazine/article/keys-preparing-shakespeare-mon
ologue-901/  

https://www.sparknotes.com/nofear/shakespeare/msnd/
https://www.backstage.com/magazine/article/keys-preparing-shakespeare-monologue-901/
https://www.backstage.com/magazine/article/keys-preparing-shakespeare-monologue-901/


Character Descriptions 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
 
Please note that many of these roles are gender flexible, and that some actors may be 
double-cast to play more than one role as needed. 
 
The Court 
 
Theseus (M), the Duke of Athens, has recently won a war against the Amazons, and to 
reward himself for his victory is going to marry their queen Hippolyta, whether she likes 
it or not. 

Hippolyta (F) is Queen of the Amazons. Having been defeated in battle by Theseus, she 
is now betrothed to him. 

Egeus (M), The father of Hermia who insists she marry the man he has chosen, or be 
put to death. He brings his quarrel to Theseus for resolution. 

Philostrate (M or F) - Theseus’s Master of Revels.  

The Lovers 

Lysander (M) is a young man of Athens, of good family and fortune. 

Demetrius (M) He is the former love interest of Helena, but is now in love with Hermia. 
He has her father’s blessing to be with her, but Hermia does not love him and openly 
professes her love to Lysander. 

Hermia (F), is Egeus’s daughter. In love with Lysander, she refuses to marry Demetrius 
despite the threat of death for her refusal. Helena’s best friend. 

Helena (F), is a young lady of Athens. She was wooed by Demetrius and remains 
obsessively in love with him. Hermia’s best friend. 

 



 

The “Rude Mechanicals” 

Peter Quince (M or F) is a carpenter who organizes some fellow workers into preparing 
a play he has written/directed to present to Theseus and Hippolyta on their wedding 
day. 

Bottom the Weaver (M) is a take-charge sort of fellow, and a great stage ham who 
wishes to play all the parts he can in Quince’s play. 

Flute (M) is a bellows-mender, a young man who plays Thisbe in Quince’s play. 

Snout (M or F) is a tinker cast as the Wall in Quince’s play. 

Snug (M or F) the joiner is not the most quick-witted, and plays the Lion in Quince’s 
play. 

Starveling the tailor (M or F) portrays Moonshine in Quince’s play. 

The Fairies 

Oberon (M) is King of Fairies. Proud, angry, and vengeful, he is at odds with Titania, 
because she has stolen a human boy that he wants as one of his goblins.  

Titania (F) is Queen of Fairies. Queen of the fairies and Oberon’s lover. She is strong, 
fierce, classy, and capable. She has stolen a human boy and refuses to give him up to 
Oberon.  

Puck, or Robin Goodfellow, (M or F) is a prankster. Oberon’s jester, he delights in 
practical jokes, transforming Bottom into a donkey and making him the object of 
Titania’s love. 

Titania’s fairies (M or F): Peaseblossom, Cobweb, Moth, Mustardseed 

  



Beauty and the Beast 

Belle (F) 

Belle is a smart, confident young woman from a small village. A strong singer and 
actress who is able to stand up to Gaston while showing compassion for Maurice, the 
Servants and eventually the Beast.  

Vocal range top: F5; Vocal range bottom: G3 

Maurice (M) 

An aging and eccentric inventor, but more importantly, the adoring and protective father 
of Belle. This non-solo singing role is perfect for the student who can have fun 
interpreting this crazy old man while conveying some very strong emotions: fear and 
fatherly love. 

Beast (M) 

The Beast is a young prince who was hideously transformed by the Enchantress’ spell. 
He is a complex character: a dictator, a hurt child, a hero, a defender and a smitten 
prince. 

Vocal range top: E5; Vocal range bottom: B3 

Gaston (M) 

Gaston is pompous and dim-witted and will do whatever it takes to win Belle's hand. 
Gaston has all the confidence in the world but lacks the humility to balance it.  

 
Vocal range top: F5; Vocal range bottom: A3 

Lefou (M) 

Lefou is Gaston’s equally dim-witted lackey. This character needs to be Gaston’s foil 
and should double the laughs for them both. Lefou should be able to sing, act and 
dance.  



Vocal range top: E5; Vocal range bottom: B3 

Silly Girls (F) 

The Silly Girls are in love with Gaston and will do almost anything just to be near him. 
Looking for three girls who can portray the comic nature of these roles and enjoy 
playing off each other.  

 
Vocal range top: F5; Vocal range bottom: C4 

Lumiere (M) 

Lumiere is a confident, charming French mâitre d’ who (under the enchantress’s spell) 
is becoming a candelabra. French accent encouraged. 

 
Vocal range top: D5; Vocal range bottom: A3 

Cogsworth (M) 

Cogsworth is the British major-domo of the castle who is becoming a clock. Like all of 
the castle’s Servants, he shows a fatherly compassion for Belle yet is perfectly 
submissive to the master, the Beast.  

 
Vocal range top: E5; Vocal range bottom: A3 

Mrs. Potts (F) 

Mrs. Potts is the castle’s endearing cook who is becoming a teapot. She acts as a 
loving mother figure to all the characters. 

 
Vocal range top: E5; Vocal range bottom: F3 

 

 



Babette (F) 

Babette is the maid of the castle who is turning into a feather duster. She misses the 
finer things in life. Babette is happy to be at Belle’s service at a moment’s notice, but her 
true heart comes through in  Human Again.  

Vocal range top: B4; Vocal range bottom: A3 

Madame De La Grande Bouche (F) 

Madame De La Grande Bouche is an opera singer who is becoming a wardrobe. 
Madame is larger-than-life in everything she does, including her singing and dancing. 
She is the ultimate  diva with a heart with an outsized personality and voice. 

Vocal range top: C5; Vocal range bottom: A3 

Chip (M) 

Chip is Mrs. Potts’s son who is becoming a teacup. Chip has a wonderful naïveté that 
endears him to all of the Servants. 

Vocal range top: D5; Vocal range bottom: D4 

Monsieur D'arque (M) 

Monsieur D'Arque is the sinister proprietor of the lunatic asylum who may double as 
other roles throughout the show. 

Servants (M & F) 

The Servants of the castle can include Statues, Flatware, Plates, an Egg Timer, 
Napkins, a Carpet, Salt & Pepper Shakers and various other household items. These 
enchanted characters are the  Rockettes of the castle. 

Villagers (M & F) 

The Villagers are the inhabitants of Belle’s town. There are some featured solos and 
lines that will come from this ensemble (Bookseller, Baker, etc.). These actors can 
double as the castle Servants if needed. 




